
The Emperor's Seeds                     Sayaka Matsushita 

Once, there was an emperor who was getting old. It was time to choose his successor. 

Instead of choosing one of his children, he decided to do something different. 

He called the young people in the country to his palace. He said, "It's time for me to 

choose the next emperor. I'm going to give each of you a seed. I want you to plant the 

seed, water it, and come back here in one year with the plant that you grow. I'll choose 

the person who does the best job to be emperor!" 

There was a boy named Ling at the palace and he also received a seed. He went 

home and told his mother the news. She helped him get a pot and plant the seed. Every 

day he watered and watched the pot. 

After three weeks, other young people began to talk about their plants. Ling kept 

watering and checking his seed, but nothing grew. Many, many weeks went by. Still 

nothing.   

By now everyone was talking about their plants, but Ling didn't have one. Six 

months went by with nothing in his pot. He thought he had killed his seed.  

A year went by, and the young people brought their plants to the emperor. Ling told 

his mother that he didn't want to take an empty pot. But she encouraged him to take 

his pot and be honest about what had happened. Ling knew his mother was right. He 

took his pot to the palace.  

When Ling arrived, he was surprised at the variety of plants that people brought. 

When Ling put his empty pot down on the floor, people laughed at him. 

When the emperor arrived, he began checking the plants. Ling tried to hide himself 

at the back of the room. Suddenly, the emperor spotted Ling with his empty pot. He 

ordered his guards to bring him to the front. Ling was scared. "The emperor knows I 

failed! Maybe he'll punish me!"   

When Ling got to the front, the emperor asked his name. "My name is Ling," he 

replied. The emperor announced to the crowd, "Everyone, look at your new emperor! 

His name is Ling!" Ling couldn't believe it. He couldn't grow his seed, so how could he 

be emperor?  



The emperor said, "One year ago, I gave everyone a seed. But I gave you all boiled 

seeds that would not grow. All of you, except Ling, have brought me plants. When you 

found that the seed would not grow, you changed my seed for another one. Ling was 

the only one with enough honesty to bring me a pot with my seed in it. Therefore, he 

will be emperor!" 

 


