
Growing Understanding of Homosexuality 

What Makes It Difficult for Us to Understand It? 

  

Good afternoon, everyone.  We are class4, group D.  Our theme is “Growing understanding of homosexuality.  

What makes it difficult for us to understand it?” 

 

We will talk about “why we chose this theme” “homosexuality in the world” “Its history” and “Summary and 

proposal”. 

 

First, Why did we choose this theme?  

Recently more and more people have an positive opinion about homosexuality.  For example, in 2012, 

Megan Papinoe, who used to be a member of America’s soccer national team, confessed that she was a 

homosexual.  She said, “There are many more homosexuals in a sporting world.  For other people to respect 

the rights of us, I think it’s my duty to confess.” 

 

On the other hand, In Japan, few people acknowledge homosexuals.  According to a survey in 2007, there 

are 2 million and 7 hundred thousand homosexuals, however, 60% of these people have thought about 

committing suicide. 

 Although some political parties promised on an election that they would try to improve the situations of 

homosexuals, this kind of discussion has never been held in the Diet. 

 

 From these facts, we could say that the problem about homosexuality has never been taken seriously in a 

political situation, leaving the problem untouched.  The Japanese society seems to be indifferent and lacking 

in understanding in spite of the fact that many of them have thought about committing suicide. 

 That’s why we took up this theme, that is “The problem about homosexuality.” 

 

 Next, we would like to introduce homosexuality around he world. 

There are four different classifications on homosexuality, they are: 

 Gay:  a male who loves another male 

 Lesbian: a female who loves another female 

 Bisexual: a person who loves both males and females 

 Transgender: people who feel that they belong to the other sex, and not the sex they were born with 

  

These four are often called “LGBT”, using their initials.  LGBT is a generic name for sexually minorities, whose 

sexual awareness is different from majorities. 



 

   

 

Next, we will explain how other countries of the world are dealing with homosexuals. 

Please look at this map.  This map shows what percent of the people of each country accept homosexuals 

socially. Countries with darker color are accepting homosexuals more as normal citizens. 

 

 We have the image that developed countries accept homosexuals more.  However, comparing developed 

countries and developing ones, we can see that it isn’t so.  In some developing countries, homosexual 

marriage is legally accepted.  So it is clear that how economically advanced a country is has little to do with its 

understanding toward homosexuality. 

 

 Thinking these facts, we considered that homosexuality has something to do with regional history and religion. 

 

 Next, we would like to explain the history of homosexuality. 

In Europe, pederasty, which is a kind of homosexuality, has been accepted without any prejudice since ancient 

times.  “Pederasty” is a love relationship between male adults and younger boys in their youth. 

In most cases they naturally have some sexual relationship.  And in some countries in ancient Greece, adults 

educated younger boys to be strong soldiers.  So the love of younger boys was indirectly approved and it was 

citizens’ duty.  What is more, in a country called “ｽﾊﾟﾙﾀ”, pederasty became a law. 

 

 However, such religions as Christianity spread in Europe.  Christianity regards homosexuality as a sin. So 

more people had prejudice against homosexuality.  Christianity in those days associate sexual love with “giving 

birth to a child”, many people thought that homosexuality was against Christianity. Many people thought that it 

was bad.  Many countries began to make laws to prohibit homosexuality, which caused a lot of prejudice.  We 

can see this way of thinking in Islam and other religions.  We found out that prejudice against homosexuality 

had been influenced by religions and their values. 

 

 Next, let me explain the situations in Japan.  In Japan, there were many gays among the noble and samurai. 

The first example is Takeda Shingen. It is known to many people that he sent love letters to younger males.  

You can see one of his letters on the right of the screen.  It is about a jealousy of Shingen’s boy friend.  

 

 Another example is Tokugawa Iemitsu, the third Shogun of Edo period.  He liked males the most.  His baby 

sitter, Kasugano-Tsubone, had a lot of difficulties to make Iemitsu get interested in females.  She really wanted 

his Babyboy to succeed Iemitsu. 



 But around the beginning of Meiji Era, discrimination against homosexuality started.  It was because people 

in those days learned many systems of Western countries and learned about laws against homosexuality and 

religious ideas. 

 

 

 Let’s change the topic here.  The situation in modern American society.  In America, there used to be a law, 

which officially admitted the discrimination against homosexuality.  But in 1969, homosexuals raised a riot, and 

people’s opinions began to change. 

 Later, this kind of resistance movement was associated with other movements to free black people and to 

ensure the rights of other minorities. As a result, it is getting much easier for homosexuals to live in an American 

society.  

 

 Let me summarize and give our consideration to this problem. 

One of the reasons why homosexuals are discriminated against in Japan is that we leaned many things from 

western countries. But western countries in those days had discriminated against homosexuals.  That is why 

Japanese people began to discriminate against them, making it more and more difficult for us to understand 

them. 

 

 Our proposals are as follows. 

Proposal No.1 : We believe homosexuality should be understood in Japan, too.  Because in many countries 

homosexuality has come to be understood and admitted regardless of the religion they believe in. 

Proposal No.2: More and more Japanese people should take interest in this homosexual problem and try to 

understand it.  In Japan, we have had few violent incidents, which are more common in America.  So we tend 

to think that this problem is far away, not close to us.  But this is because we simply don’t know that there are 

many people who are still suffering form discrimination and its history. 

 

 Finally, let me tell you what we should do.    

From our research, we can say that the national character of Japanese people is making it more difficult  

to promote our understanding of homosexuality, for them to come out.  Yes, the national character is the most 

important factor.  In America, people think it is natural to express their opinions freely.  In Japan, on the other 

hand, people have a negative attitude about expressing opinions freely.  From now on, we would like to focus 

on how national characters have an influence on people’s understanding of homosexuality. 

 

Thank you very much. 

  



 

  


